Excel Stock Challenge
www.smartstocks.com
Each student gets $20,000 to invest in 4 to 8 stocks of their choice.  They should have a Yahoo account so they can create an on-line stock portfolio where they can watch their money grow – or shrink.
I talk a little about how the stock market works, about how you are an owner of a company when you buy stock in it, show the students around Yahoo Finance and give them a list of popular stock symbols.

Lots of math.  If you are buying 6 stocks and want to spend equal amounts on each stock how many shares of each would you buy?   Or maybe you want to buy different proportions of each stock; 20% for stock IBM and 40% AMZN, etc, how much of each stock would you buy.   Or have students use estimate with trial and error.  Each students must come in under their allotted $20,000.  
Students create a spreadsheet in Excel using the appropriate formatting and formulas.  
At mid-term you can give students a chance to rebalance their portfolios.  More math!  If you had 20 shares of HOG a 19.59 and then buy another 32 shares at 20.32, what is you mean price per share.

At the end of the term they finish the spreadsheet and a winner is declared.
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	Company Name
	Symbol
	Date
	Price Bought
	Quantity
	Amount Paid
	Price Sold
	Date Sold
	Profit/Lose

	Chiquita
	CQB
	10/27/2008
	12.69
	544
	=D4*E4
	11.44
	12/15/2008
	=E4*(G4-D4)

	Sirus
	SIRI
	10/27/2008
	0.42
	8000
	3360
	0.14
	12/15/2008
	-2240

	HarleyD
	HOG
	10/27/2008
	19.56
	200
	3912
	16.39
	12/15/2008
	-634

	Home Depot
	HD
	10/27/2008
	19.38
	300
	5814
	23.33
	12/15/2008
	1185

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Total Cost
	19989.36
	
	Total
	=SUM(I4:I8)


